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To the Reverend Mr. Vit.erre, 
Ordinary of ‘NEWGATE. 


REVEREND SiR, 


i HE following Addrefs owes its prefent public 
appearance to you. 1 read it to you after it was 
compofed, and you thought it proper to be delivered, 
as was intended. You beard it delivered, and are 
pleafed to think that its publication will be ufeful.— 
To a poor and abjett worm, like myfelf, this is a 
Sufficient inducement to that publication and I hear- 
tily pray God, that in your hands it may frequently 
and effettually adminifter to the inftruction and comfort 
of the miferable! 


Iam, dear Sir, 
With my fincereft thanks for your bumane and foivaally attentions 
Your truly forrowful, 
and much affliéted Brother in Chrif, 


ape LS 6, WILLI AM DODD, 
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My dear and unhappy Fellow-Prifoners, 
, ONSIDERING my peculiar cir~ 


_cumftances and. fituation, I cannot 

think myfelf juftified, if I do not 

deliver to you, in fincere Chriftian 
love, fome of my ferious thoughts on. our 
prefent awful ftate, 

In the fixteenth chapter of the Aas of the 
f.softles, you read a memorable ftory refpe@- 
ing Fayl and Silas, who, for preaching the 
gofpel, were caft by the magiftrates into pri- 
fon, ver, 23.---and, after having received 
many ftripes, were committed to the jayhr, 
with a ftri@ charge to keep them fafely, 
Accordingly he ete them into the inner 
srifon, and made their feet faft in the ftocks. 
At midnight Paul and Silas, fupported by the 

teftimony 
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teftimony of a good confcience, prayed, and — 
fang praifes to God, and the prifoners heard 
them ;’ and fuddenly there was a great earth- 
quake, fo that the foundations of the prifon 


were fhaken; and immediately all the doors 


were opened, and every one’s chains were 
loofed. The keeper of the prifon awaking 
out of his fleep, and fecing the prifon doors 
open, inthe greateft diftrefs, as might well 
be imagined, drew his fword, and would have 
killed himfelf, fuppofing that the prifoners 
had been fled.---But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, Do thyfelf no harm, for we are all here. 
---The keeper, calling for a light, and find- 
ing his prifoners thus freed from their bonds 
by the imperceptible agency of divine power, 
was irrefiftibly convinced that thefe men were 
not offenders againft the law, but martyrs to 
the truth: he fprang in therefore, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul 
Silas, and.brought them out, and faid, Sirs, 
Wuat must I po To BE SAVED? © 

What muft I do to be faved? is the impbrt= 
ant queftion, which it becomes every human 
being to ftudy from the firft hoyr of reafon to 
the laft: but which we, my fellow prifoners, 
ought to -confider with particular diligence 

| and 
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and intenfenefs of meditation. Had it not 
been forgotten, or neglected by us, we had 
never appeared in this place. A little time 
for recollection and amendment is yet allowed 
us by the mercy of the law. Of this little 
time let no particle be loft. Let us fill our 
remaining life with all the duties which our 
prefent condition allows us to practife. Let 
us make one earneft effort for falvation !--- 
And oh! heavenly Father, who defireft not 
the death of a finner, grant that this effort 
may not be in vain! 

* To teach others what they mu/t do to be faved, 
has long been my employment and profefiion. 
You fee with what confufion and difhonour I 
now ftand before you---no more in_the pulpit 
of inftruction, but on this humble feat with 
yourfelves.---You are not to confider me now 
as a man authorifed to form the manners, or 
direé&t the confcience, and fpeaking with the 
authority of a paftor to his flock.---Iam here 
guilty, like yourfelves, of a capital offence ; 
and fentenced, like yourfelves, to publick and 
fhameful death. My profeffion, which ha 
given me ftronger convictions of my duty than 
moft of you can be fuppofed to have attained, 
and has extended my views to the confequences 
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of wickednefs farther than your obfervation is 
likely to have reached, has loaded my fin with. 
peculiar ageravations 5 and I entreat you to 
join your prayers with mine, .that my forrow 
may be proportionate to my guilt ! 

I am now, like you, enquiring, what I muf? 
do to be.faved? and ftand here to communicate 
to you what that enquiry fuggefts. Hear me 
with attention, my fellow prifoners ; and in 
your melancholy hours of retirement, confider 
well what I offer to you from the fincerity of 
my good-will, and from the deepeft conviction 
of a penitent heart. 


Salvation is promifed to us Chriftians, on 
the terms of Faith, Obedience, and Repent- 
ance. \ fhall therefore endeavour to fhew,; 
how, in the fhort interval between this mo- 
ment and death, we may exert farth, perform 
obedience, and exercife repentance, in a manner 
which our heavenly Father may, in his infinite 
mercy, vouchfafe to accept. 


I. Fuith is the foundation of all Chriftian 
virtue. It is that wthout which it 1s impoffible 
to pleafe God. 1 fhall therefore confider, firit, 
How faith is to be particularly exerted by us 
in our prefent {tate 


Faith 
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Faith is a full and undoubting confidence 
in the declarations. made by God in the holy 
Scriptures ; a fincere reception of the doAtrines 
taught by our. bleffed Saviour, with a firm 
affurance that he died ‘to take away the fins of 
the world, and that we have, each of us, 2 
part in the boundlefs benefits of the univerfal 
Sacrifice. | 

To this faith we muft have recourfe at all» 
times, but particularly if we: find ourfelves 
tempted to defpair. If thoughts arife in our 
minds, which. fuggeft that we have finned 
beyond the hope of pardon, and that therefore 
it is vain to feek for reconciliation by repent-*) 
ance; we muft remember how. God willeth 
that every man fhould be faved, and that thofe 
who obey his call, however late, thall not be 
rejected.-~-If we are tempted to think that the» 
injuries we have done are unrepaired, and 
therefore repentance is vain; Jet us remember 
that.the reparation which is impofiible is not 
required; that fincerely to will; is to.do, in 
the fight of Him to whom all hearts are open; 
and that what is deficient in our endeavaurs is 
fupplied by the merits of Him who died to 
redeem us, 
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Yet let us likewife be careful, left an erro- 
neous epinion of the all-fufficiency of our 
Saviour’s merits lull us into carelefinefs and 
fecurity. His merits are indeed all-fufficient! 
But he has prefcribed the terms on which 
they are to operate. He died to {ave finners, 
but to fave only thofe finners that repent. 
Peter, who denied him, was forgiven, but he 
obtained his pardon by weeping bitterly. ‘They 
who have lived in perpetual! regularity of duty, 
and are free from any grofs or vifible tran{- 
greflion, are yet but unprofitable fervauts :-- 
What then are we, whofe crimes are haftening 
us to the grave before our time ?--Let us work 
with fear and trembling, but fill let us endea- 
vour to work out our falvation. Let us hope 
without prefumption ; let us fear without 
defperation ; and let our faith animate us to 
that which we were to confider, 


Secondly, Sincere Obedience to the hws 
of God.” Our obedience, for the fhort ttm 
yet remaining, is reftrained to a narrow ‘circle. 
Thofe duties, which are called focial and rela- 
tive, are for the moft part out of our power. 
We can contribute very little to the. general: 
happinefs of mankind, while on thofe whom 
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kindred aad friendfhip have allied to us, we 
have brought difgrace and forrow. We can 
only benefit the publick by an example of 
contrition, and fortify our friends again{t 
temptation by warning and admonition. 

The obedience left us now to practife is 
<¢ {ybmiffion to the will of God, and calm 
acquiefcence in his wifdom and his juftice.” 
We muft not allow ourfelves to repine at 
thofe miferies which have followed our of- 
fences, but fuffer, with filent humility and 
refigned patience, the punifhment which we 
deferve; remembering that, according to the 
apoftle’s decifion, no praife is due to them 
who bear with patience to be buffeted for their 
faults. 

When we confider the wickednefs of our 
paft lives, and the danger of having been fum 


moned to the final judgement without pre= 
paration, we fhall, 1 hope, gradually rife {¢ 
“much above the grofs conceptions of human 
nature, as to return thanks to God for what 
once feemed the moft dreadful of all evils--- 
our dete@ion and conviétion !----We fhrink 
back, by immediate and inftinctive terrour, 
from the publick eye, turned as it is upon us 
with indignation and contempt. Tmprifon- 
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ment is affli@tiive, and ignominious death-is 
fearful! But let us compare our condition 
-with that which our. actions might reafonably 
have incurred.---The robber might have died 
in the a¢t of violence, by lawful refiftance. 
The man of fraud might have funk into the 
grave, while he was enjoying the gain of his 
artifice :---and where then had been our hope ? 
We have now leifure for thought; we have 
opportunities of inftruction ; and whatever we 
fuffer from offended laws, may yet reconcile 
ourfelves to God, who, if we fincerely feek 
him, will affuredly be found. 

But how are we to feek the Lord? By the 
way which he himfelf hath appointed ; by 
humble, fervent, and frequent prayer.---Some 
hours of worfhip are appointed us; let us 
duly obferve them. Some affiftance to our 
devotion is fupplied ; let us thankfully accept 
it. But let us not reft in formality and pro- 
{cription : let us call upon God night and day. 
When, in the review of the times which we 
have paft, any offence arifes to our thoughts, 
Iet us humbly implore forgivenefs; and for 
thofe faults (and many they are and muft be) 
which we cannot recolle&, let us follicit 
mercy in general petitions, But it muft be 

our 
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our conitant care, that we pray not merely 
with our lips; but that when we lament our 
fins, we are really humbled in felf-abhor- 
rence;* and that, when we call for mercy, 
we raife our thoughts to hope and traft in the 
‘goodnefs of God, and the merits of our blefled 
Saviour,. Jefus Chritt. 

_ The reception of the holy facrament, to 
which we fhall be called, in the moft folemn 
manner, perhaps a few hours before we die, 
is the higheft act of Chriftian worfhip. At 
that awful moment it will become us to drop 
for ever all worldly thoughts, to “Ax our 
hopes folely upon Chrift, whofe death is re- 
prefented; and to confider ourfelves as no 
longer connected with mortality.---And pof- 
fibly, it may pleafe God to afford us fome 
confolation, fome fecret intimations of accept- 
ance and forgivenefs. But thefe radiations of 
favour are not always felt by the fincereft 
penitents. To the greater part of thofe whom 


angels itand ready to receive, nothing is granted 
in this world beyond rational hope ;---and with 
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Lope, founded on promufe, we may well be 
tished, 


* See Fob, chap. x'li. ver. 6. 
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“Bat fuch’ promifes of falvation are made 


‘only to the penctent. It is requifite then that 
we confider, 


Thirdly, ‘* How Repentance is to be exer- 
cifed,” Repentance, in the general ftate of 
Chriftian life, is fuch a forrow for fin as pro 
duces a‘change of manners, and an amend- 
mefit of life. It is that difpofition of mind, 
by which he wha frole, fleals no more; by which 
the wicked man turneth away from lis wickea- 
nefi, and doth that which 1s lawful and right. 
And to the man thus reformed, it is exprefsly 
promifed, that be fhall fave bis foul ahve.* 
Of this repentance the proofs are vifible, and 
the reality certain, always to the penitent, 
and commonly to the church with which he 
communicates; becaufe the ftate of the mind 
is difcovered by the outward actions.---But of 
the repentance which ovr condition requires 
and admits, no fuch evidence can appear ; 


for 


* There cannot be a ftronger exemplification of this 
idea than the conduct of the “faylar, who uttered the 
queftion, with which we commenced our enquiry? --Wha? 
foall I do to be faved ?---What a change of mind and man- 
ners was wrought in him by the power of God! Read 
Acts, chap. XVie 
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for to us many crimes and many virtues are 
made impoffible by confinement; and the 
fhortnefs of the time which is before us, gives 
little power, even to ourfelves, of diftinguifh- 
ine the effects of terrour from thofe of con- 
vidtion; of deciding, whether our prefent 
forrow for fin proceeds from abhorrence of 
guilt, or dread of punifhment; whether the 
violence of our inordinate paffions be totally 
fubdued by the fear of God, or only cruthed 
and reftrained by the temporary force of pre- 
fent calamity. 

Our repentance is like that of other finners 
on the death-bed; but with this advantage, 
that our danger is not greater, and our ftreneth 
is more. Our faculties are not impaired by 
weaknefs of body. We come to the great 
work not withered by pains, nor clouded by 
the fumes of difeafe, but with minds capable 
of continued attention, and with bodies, of 
which we need have no care! We may there- 
fore better difcharge this tremendous duty, 
and better judge of our own performance. 

Of the efficacy of a death-bed repentance 
many have difputed; but we have no leifure 
for controverfy. Fix in your minds this de- 
cifiony ** Repentance is a change of theheart, 


of 
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of an evil to a good difpofition.” When that 
change is made, repentance is complete. God 
will confider that life as amended, whieh 
would have been amended if he had {pared it. 
Repentance in the fight of man, even of the 
penitent, is not known but by its fruits: but 
our Creator fees the fruit, in the blofflom, or 
the feed. He knows thofe refolutions which 
are fixed, thofe converfions which would be 
permanent; and will receive them who are 
qtialified by holy defires for works of righte- 
oufnefs, without exacting from them thofe 
outward duties which the fhortnefs of their 

lives hindered them from performing. 
Nothing therefore remains, but that we 
apply with all our fpeed, and with all our 
ftrength, to rectify our defires, and purify our 
thoughts; that we fet God before us in all his 
goodnefs and terrours; that we confider him 
as the Father and the Judge of all the earth; 
as a Father, defirous to fave; as a Judge, who 
cannot pardon unrepented iniquity: that we 
fall down before him {felf-condemned,. and 
excite in our hearts an intenfe detetftation of 
thofe crimes which have provoked him; with 
vehement and fteady refolutions, that if life 
were granted us, it fhould be {pent hereafter, 
1. 
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in the practice of our duty :* that we pray the 
Giver of grace to ftrengthen and impreis thefe 
holy thoughts, and to accept our repentance, 
though late, and in its beginnings violent: 
that we improve every good motion by dili- 
gent prayer; and having declared and con- 
jrmed-+ our faith by the holy communion,-- 
we deliver ourfelves into his hands, in firm 
hope, that he who created and redeenied us 
will not fuffer us to perith. Rom. v. 8. viii. 32. 

The condition, without which forgivehefs 
is not to be obtained, is that we forgive others. 
There is always a danger left men, frefh from 
a trial in which life has been loft, thould re- 


* See2 Cor, chy §. vi 4°15 


+ I would have this expreffion. to be particularly 
attended to---While as a dyiug man, and with all poffible 
fincerity of foul, I atld, that if I could with to declare 
my faith, I know not of any words in which I could 
do it fo well, and fo perfetly to my fatisfaction, as in 
the Communion fervice of our Church: and if I would 
with to confirm that faith, I know not of any appointed 
method fo thoroughly adapted to that end as particthation 
in that communion itfelf.--See particularly in this fer- 
vice, the Exhortation, Confeffion, prayer beginning We do 
not prefume, &c.---Con/ecration--and prayer after FECeIVING, 
O Lord and heavenly Father, &c.----Convids fhould dili- 
gently and repeatedly read over this fervice before they 
communicate, 
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member with refentment and malignity the 
profecutor, the witnefles, or the judges. . It 
is indeed fearcely poflible, that. with all the 
prejudices of an intereft fo weighty, and fo 
affecting, the convict fhould think otherwile, 
than that he has been treated, in fome part of 
the procefs, with unneceflary feverity. In this 
opinion he is perhaps fingular, and therefore 
probably miftaken. But there is no time. for 
difquifition: we muft try to find the fhorteft 
way to peace. It is eafier to forgive than to 
reafon right. He that has been injurioufly or 
unneceflarily harraffed, has one opportunity 
more of proving his fincerity, by forgiving the 
wrong, and praying for his enemy. 

It is the duty of a penitent to repair, fo far 
as he has the power, the injury which he has 
done. What we can do, is commonly nothing 
more than to leave the world an example of 
contrition. On the dreadful day, when the 
fentence of the law has its full force, fome will 
be found to have affected: a fhamelefs bravery, 
or negligent intrepidity.. Such is not the proper 
behaviour of a convicted criminal.. ‘To rejoice 
in tortures is the privilege of a martyr; to 
meet death with intrepidity is the right only 
of innocence, if in any human being inno- 

cence: 
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cence could be found, Of him, whofe life is 
fhortened by his crimes, the laft duties are 
humility and felf-abafement. We owe to God 
fincere repentance ; we owe to man the ap- 
pearance of repentance.----We ought not to 
propagate an opinion, that he who lived in 
wickednefs can die with courage. If the fe- 
renity or gaiety with which fome men have 
ended a life of guilt, were unfeigned, they 
_can be imputed only to ignorance or ftupidity, 
or, what is more horrid, to voluntary intoxi- 
cation:---if they were artificial and hypocri- 
tical, they were acts of deception, the ufelefs 
and unprofitable crimes of pride unmortified, 
and obftinacy unfubdued. 

There is yet another crime poflible, and, 
as there is reafon to believe, fometimes com- 
mitted in the laft moment, on the margin of 
eternity.---Men have died with a ftedfaft de- 
nial of crimes, of which it is very difficult to. 
fuppofe them innocent. By what equivoca- 
tion or referve they may have reconciled their 
confciences to falfhood, if their confciences 
were at all confulted, it is impoflible to know. 
But if they thought, that when they were to 
die, they paid their legal forfeit, and that the 
world had no farther demand upon them; 

| C2 that 


20 The Convict’s ADDRESS 


that therefore they might, by keeping their 
own fecrets, try to leave behind them a dif- 
putable reputation ; and that the falfhood was 

harmlefs, becaufe none were injured 5 ;---they 
hed very little confidered the nature of fo-~ 
ciety. One of the principal parts of national 
felicity arifes from a wife and impartial admi- 
niftration of juftice. Every man repofes upon 
the tribunals of his country the ftability of 
poffeffion, and the ferenity of life. He there- 
fore who unjuftly expofes the courts of judi- 
cature to fufpicion, either of partiality or 
error, not only does an injury to thofe who 
difpenfe the laws, but diminifhes the public 
confidence in the laws themfelves, and {hakes 
the foundation of public tranquillity. 

For my own part, I confefs, with deepeft 
compunction, the crime which has brought 
me to this place; and admit the juftice of my 
fentence, while lam finking under its feverity. 
And I earneftly exhort you, my fellow prifon- 
ers, to acknowledge the offences which have 
been already proved; and to bequeath to our 
country that confidence in public juftice, with- 
out which there can be neither peace nor 
fatety. | 
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As few men fuffer for their firft offences, 
and moft convicts are confcious of more crimes 
than have been brought within judicial cogni- 
zance, it is neceflary to enquire how far con= 
feffion ought to be extended. Peace of mind, 
or defire of inftruétion, may fometimes de- 
mand, that to the minifter, whofe counfel is 
requefted, a long courfe of evil life fhould be 
difcovered :---but of this every man muft de- 
termine for himfelf.---To the publick, every 
man, before he departs from life, is obliged 
to confefs thofe acts which have brought, or 
may bring unjuft fufpicion upon others ; and 
to convey fuch information, as may enable 
thofe who have fuffered lofles to obtain refti- 
tution. 

Whatever good remains in our power we 
muft diligently perform.---We muit prevent, 
to the utmoft of our power, all the evil confe- 
quences of our crimes.---We mutt forgive all 
who have injured us.---We mutt, by fervency 
of prayer and conftancy in meditation, endea~ 
your to reprefs all worldly paflions, and gene- 
rate in our minds that love of goodnefs, and 
hatred of fin, which may fit us for the fociety 
of heavenly minds.---And, finally, we mutt 
commend and entruft our fouls to HIM, wha 

died 
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died for the fins of men; with earneft withes 
and humble hopes, that he will admit us with 
the labourers who entered the vineyard at the 
loft hour, and affociate us with the thief whom 
he pardoned on the crofs! 

To this great end, you will not refufe to 
unite with me, on bended knees, and with 
humbled hearts, in fervent prayer to the 
throne of grace! May the Father of mercy 
hear our fupplications, and have compaflion 
upon us! 


‘“ O almighty Lord God, the righteous 
Jupce of all the earth, who in thy providen- 
tral juftice doft frequently infli@ fevere ven- 
geance upon finners in this life, that thou 
mayeft by their fad examples effectually deter 
others from committing the like heinous of- 
fences ; and that they themfelves, truly repent- 
ing of their faults, may efcape the condemna- 
tion of hell:---look down in mercy upon us, 
thy forrowful fervants, whom thou hatt fuffered 
to become the unhappy objects of offended 
juftice in this world! 

** Give us a thorough fenfe of all thofe evi! 
thoughts, words, and works, which have fo pro- 
voked thy patience, that thou haft been pleafed 
to permit this public and fhameful judgment 
to fall upon us; and grant us fuch a portion 
of grace and godly fincerity, that we may 
heartily confefs, and unfeignedly repent of 

every 


a Ae a Te S ae —_ 


to bis Unbappy Brethren. 23 


évery breach of thofe moft holy laws and ordi- 
vances, which if a man do, be fhall even live in 
them. 

<« Let no root of bitternefs and malice, no 
habitual and deadly fin, either of omiffon or 
commuiffion, remain undifturbed in our hearts ! 
But enable us to make our repentance uni- 
verfal, without the leaft flattering or deceitful 
referve, that fo we may clear our confciences 
before we clofe our eyes. 

** And now that thou haft brought us with- 
in the view of our long home, and made us 
fenfible, that the time of our diffolution draw- 
eth near; endue us, we humbly pray thee, O 
gracious Father, with fuch chriftian fortitude, 
that neither the terrours of thy prefent difpen- 
fations, nor the remembrance of our former 
fins, may have power to fink our fpirits into 
a defpondency of thy everlafting mercies in 
the adorable Son of thy love. 

‘*¢ Wean our thoughts and atfections, good 
Lord, from all the vain and delufive enjoy- 
ments of this tranfitory world ; that we may 
not only with patient refignation fubmit to the 
appointed ftroke of death, but that our faith 
and hope may be fo elevated, that we ma 
conceive a longing defire to be diffolved from 
thefe our earthly tabernacles, and to be with 
Chrift, which is far better than all the happi- 
hefs we can wifh for befides! 

“© And in a due fenfe of our own extraor- 
dinary want of forgivenefs at thy hands, and 
of our utter unworthinefs of the very leaft of 

all 
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all thy favours--of the meaneft crumbs which 
fall from thy table---Oh! bleffed Lord Jefus! 
make us’ fo triily and univerfally charitable, 
that in an undiflembled compliance with thy 
own awful command, and moft endearing 
example, we may both freely forgive and cor- 
dially pray for our moft inveterate enemies, 
perfecutors, and flanderers!---Forgive them, O- 
Lord, we befeech thee--turn their hearts, and 
(ll them with thy love! 

«¢ Thus, may we humbly truft, our forrow- 
ful prayers and tears will be acceptable in thy 
fight. Thus {hall we be qualified, through 
Chrift, to exchange this difmal bodily con- 
finement [and thefe uneafy fetters] for the 
glorious liberty of the fons of God.---And 
thus fhall our, legal doom upon earth be 
changed into a comfortable declaration of 
mercy in the highetft heavens :---and all thro’ 
thy moft precious and all-fufficient merits, 
O bleffed Saviour of mankind!---who with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, liveft and 
reigneft ever, One God, world without end. 
Amen.* 


* See RossELu’s Prifoner’s Direétor :---a work of fome 
merit—and which I have endeavoured, in my melancholy 
hours of leifure, to revife, and (I humbly hope) improve 5 
and mean to leave behind me, in the hands of the Ordi- 
nary, as a {mall teftimony of my fincere, but very weak, 
endeavours for the beft welfare of unhappy men in con- 
finement; to whom I have written a general Addrefs, te 
be prefixed to the new edition of RossELL. , 
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Dr. Dopp’s SPEECH, 


Delivered in Court on Friday the 
r6th of May, previous to his re- 
ceiving Sentence of Death. 


~My Lorp, 
NOW ftand before you a dreadful 


example of human infirmity. I entered 
upon publick life with the expectations 
common to young men, whofe education 
has been liberal, and whofe abilities have 
been flattered ; and when I became a cler-| 
gyman, confidered myfelf as not impairing 
the dignity of the order. I was not an idle, 
nor, I hope, an ufelefs minifter. | taught 
the truths of Chriftianity with the zeal of 
conviction, and the authority of innocence, 
My labours were approved, my pulpit be- 
came,popular ; and I have reafon to believe, 
that of thofe who heard me, fom: have 
D been 
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been preferved from fin, and fome have 
been reclaimed. Condefcend, my Lord, 
to think, if thefe confiderations ageravate 
my crime, how much they muft embitter 
my punifhment! éf 


Brine. diftinguifhed and elated by the- 
confidence of mankind, I had. too much 
confidence in myfelf; and thinking my 
integrity what others thought it, eftablifhed 
in fincerity, and fortified by religion,: I did 
not confider the danger of vanity, nor ful- 
pect the deceitfulnefs of my own heart. 
The day of conflict came, in which temp- 
tation furprifed and overwhelmed me. I 
committed the crime, which I intreat your 
Lordfhip to believe that my confeience 
hourly reprefents to me in its fall bulk of 
mifchief and malignity. Many have been 
overpowered by :-temptation, who are now 
among the penitent in heaven. 


To an act now waiting the decifion of vin- 
dicative juftice, I will not prefume to oppofe 
the counterbalance of almoft thirty: years 
(a great part of the life of man) pafied: in» 
exciting and exercifing charity3, in reev- 

in 
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ing fuch.diftrefies as I now feel, in admi-* 


niftering, thofe confolations which I now 


want.  I,will not.otherwife extenuate my: 
offence, than by. declaring, what many. 
circumftances -make. probable, « that. I -didy 
not intend; to-Be finally fraudulent. » Nor 


will,it becomé me, to apportion my punifh-: 
ment, ‘by alledging that my fufferings have 
been! not much'lefs:than my guilt. — E have 


fallenifrom reputation, which ought.to have: 
made me cautious; and from a fortune.’ 
which ought to have given me content:: 


I am funk-at: once; into poverty and {corn ; 
; > 


mee. ae 


my name and my crime fll the ballads ins 


the’ dtreets, the {port of the thoughtlefs,: 


andthe triumph of the wicked. 


Ir. may feem ftrange that, remembering 
what I. have lately been, TP fhould fall with 
to continue>what [.am.*’ But contempt of 
death, how fpecioully foever it might mingle 
with. Heathen abi has nothing fuitable 
to Chriftian penitence. Many motives impel 
me to beg earn ofl uly for life. I feel the na- 
tural act of a violent. death, and the 
univerfal dread of untimely diffolution. I 
am defirous of recompeniing the injury I 


have 


[ 


have done to the clergy, ‘to the world, and 
to religion, and to éfface the fcandal of my 
crime by the example of my repentance. 
But, above all, I with to die with thoughts 
more compofed, and calmer preparation. 
The gloom ofa prifon, the anxiety of a 
trial, and the inevitable viciffitudes of paf- 
fion, leave the mind little difpofed to the 
holy exercifes of prayer and {elf examina- 
tion. Let not a little time be denied me, 
in which I may, by meditation and con- 
trition, be prepared to ftand at the tribunal 
of Omnipotence, and fupport the prefence 
of. that Judge who fhall diftribute to all 
according to their works, who will receive 
to pardon the repenting finner, and from 
whom the merciful fhall obtain mercy, 
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For thefe reafons, amidft thame and 
mifery, I yet wifh to live, and moft humbly 
intreat, that. I may be recommended by your 
Lordfhip to the clemency of his Majetty. 
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